MLA-Style Paper Format

MLA-Style Annotated Bibliography

An annotated bibliography is a list of sources that includes the usual bib-
liographic information followed by a paragraph describing and evaluating cach
source. Its purpose is to provide information about each source in a bibliography
so that the reader has an overview of the resources related to a given topic,

For each source in an annotated bibliography, the same bibliographic infor-
mation included in a Works Cited list (or References, if using APA style) is
provided, alphabetized by author. Each reference also has a short paragraph
that describes the work, its main focus, and, if appropriate, the methodology
used in or the style of the work. An annotation might note special features
such as tables or illustrations. Usually an annotation evaluates the source by
analyzing its usefulness, reliability, and overall significance for understanding

the topic. An annotation might include some information on the credentials of
the author or the organization that produced it.

A Sample Annotation Using the MLA Citation Style

Warner, Marina, “ Pity the Stepmother.” New York Times, 12 May

1991, www.nytimes.com/1991/05/1 2/opinion/pity-the
-stepmother.html.

The author asserts that many fairy tales feature absent or cruel
mothers, transformed by romantic editors such as the Grimm
brothers into stepmothers because the idea of a wicked mother
desecrated an ideal. Warner argues that figures in fairy tales
should be viewed in their historical context and that social condi-
tions often affected the way that motherhood figured in fairy tales.
Warner, a novelist and author of books on the images of Joan of
Arc and the Virgin Mary, writes persuasively about the social roots
of a fairy-tale archetype. This article provides useful historical

background for my topic and will support the analysis of mother-
hood in fairy tales.

MLA-Style Paper Format

Print your essay on one side of 8%-by-11-inch white computer paper, double-
spacing throughout. Leave 1-inch margins on all sides, and indent each para-
graph one-half inch or five spaces. Unless a formal outline is part of the paper,
a separate title page is unnecessary. Instead, beginning about one inch from
the top of the first page and flush with the left margin, type your name, the
instructor’s name, the course title, and the date, cach on a separate line; then
double-space and type the title, capitalizing the first letter of the words of the

title except for articles, prepositions, and conjunctions. Double-space and type
the body of the paper.
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