
Plagiarism CheckerStart

Did you use (copy/paste) the 
words exactly (verbatim) from 

this source?

Did the information you are 
using come from a book, 

article, or website?

Did you use quotation marks 
and appropriate in-text citations?

This is not Plagiarism.  
However, you will want to make sure your in-text 
citations are in proper APA format.  You will also want to 
check with your instructor on how much of your 
assignment is allowed to be from direct quotes.

Yes

No
This is not plagiarism.
If the information did not originate from another 
source it is not considered plagiarism.  
The information consists of your own original ideas, 
conclusions, or critiques.  

Did you alter or change some of the words from 
your original source or perhaps just shuffle the 

order of the words around?

This is plagiarism! 
If you copy/pasted the information 
directly from a source, but do not use 
quotation marks or cite the source 
accordingly you are plagiarizing.
If you are going to use the 
information directly (word for word) 
you must use quotation marks and 
include in-text citations and 
reference the work in APA Format.

This is plagiarism!
If you only change a couple 
words it is still considered 
plagiarism.  You must 
paraphrase and then cite 
the original work.

This is not plagiarism.
If you have reviewed the 
information and used your 
own words (paraphrased) to 
detail what you have learned, 
then you have not committed 
plagiarism.  Your sources 
must include in-text citations 
and a proper reference list.

For more information on APA formatting: 
APA Style Central or  Purdue Online Writing Lab - OWL

Remember:  
When in doubt, 

ask your 
instructor!
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